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Welcome to our Summer ‘22 edition and thanks 
to all those that have submitted articles and 
photos. It’s especially nice to see some of our 
two wheeled members getting involved with the 
magazine this isuue. The association welcomes 
all users and we promote ‘inclusive countryside 
access for all’. After all, our unsurfaced road 
network carries access rights for all users and 
belongs to the people.

If you would like to appear in the next magazine, 
please get snapping and scribbling and tell us 
your story / adventure / research / history... 
anything that has a connection with unsurfaced 
roads. The deadline is in the blue box below and 
my email address is under my photo in the right 
hand column.

The association actively gets involved with 
maintenance, clearance and legal challenges 

that prevent closure, most of which you can 
read about in our regular bulletins – check them 
out if you’ve missed them. You can find copies 
in the members area of the website.

All of us at the Green Lane Association 
would like to thank every one of you for your 
continued support. Turn to page 40 to find out 
a little about what’s going on behind the scenes.

If you would like to take an active role in the 
association, whether it is becoming one of our 
all important reps or assistant reps, or helping 
out in another way, or even by joining the 
executive committee and help with the running 
of the association, please got in touch. Drop 
Matt an email on chairman@glass-uk.org for 
more information.

Dale Wyatt, Editor

Members and Affiliated Clubs who 
wish to have an event published in 
the magazine or on the website, 
please contact me on the above 
email address.
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We arrived in 2022 with a fresh 
optimism, looking forward to a 
more positive outlook after the 
previous two years. However, hot 
on the heels of the withdrawal of 
the 2026 Definitive map cut-off, 
we are now faced with a fresh 
challenge in the form of the 
landscapes review. The antis just 
refuse to leave us alone. 

But challenges like these bring 
about fresh ideas and push us to 
find new ways of doing things. In 
the same way as we moved away 

from a reliance on oak forests to 
provide a core material for ships, 
barrels and house building, we 
should be welcoming the new 
world of powering transport by 
electricity and moving away from 
fossil fuels. 

Of course still in its early days 
and, judging by the amount 
of tax free Tesla vehicles on 
the road at the moment, this 
technology is gaining in both pace 
and popularity. A decent range 
would be great – 600 miles on 

a charge would certainly catch 
my attention. We’re also seeing 
incredible investment by classic 
4x4 owners who opt to convert 
their vehicles to electric which 
yield huge capabilities both on  
and off tarmac. 

This shift in technology may help 
to sustain our hobby and appease 
those opposed to our presence in 
the countryside.
Matt Henchcliffe, Chair



I am fortunate enough to live in 
the beautiful county of Dorset 
which is blessed with many fine 
green lanes. The ‘Crown Jewels’ 
of these green lanes starts at the 
eastern end of this route close to 
Corfe Castle. The first section is a 
BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic), 
and travels west climbing up onto 
the ridge at the top of Knowle Hill 
(where the lane changes into an 
unclassified road), continues along 
the ridge top where it is crossed 
by the blacktop Furzebrook Road. 
It then continues along the ridge 
past Grange Arch ending in the 
car park at the eastern end of 
the MOD Lulworth Ranges. For 
each section of the route, I’ve 
given the TWUID reference, and 
also the reference number taken 
from the excellent Dorset County 
Council ‘Dorset Explorer’ website. 
For those who prefer navigation 
by paper (rather than electronic) 
means, the whole route can be 
found on OS Explorer map, OL15.

My companion on this ride 
was my good friend and riding 
buddy, Colin. Our steeds were 
411cc Royal Enfield Himalayans, 
which are comparatively heavy 
at 200kgs and quite low in 
power, boasting only 24HP. Royal 
Enfield advertising describe the 
Himalayan as, ‘built for all roads, 
built for no roads’. Well, we will see 
about that!

It should be noted that the first 
section of the route, the BOAT, 
has a GLASS voluntary restraint 
in place requesting users to 
not proceed when wet, so as to 
minimise damage to the lane. In 
addition, the final section of the 

route from Stonehill Down to 
the MOD Ranges has a Seasonal 
Traffic Regulation Order in place, 
prohibiting MPVs from using 
the route from 1st March until 
30th September. Fortunately, 
this (last, Editor) September was 
blessed with dry warm weather, 
so the opportunity to ride the 
whole route on 1st October (and 
so in compliance with all of the 
restrictions) could not be missed.

Section 1:  
Corfe Castle to Knowle  
Hill Ridgetop
TWUID: SY9482-03
Dorset Explorer ID: SE11/84
The first 825 metres or so of the 
lane is a Byway Open to All Traffic 
(BOAT) and starts in the shadow 
of Corfe Castle, on the minor 
road leading to Church Knowle. 
There is a small parking area 
where vehicles can wait off of the 
highway while a gate at the start 
of the lane is opened.

Corfe Castle was built by 
William the Conquerer in the 
11th century and was one of the 
earliest castles in England to be 
built, at least partly, using stone 
when the majority at that time 
were built with earth and timber. 
The structure was modified many 
times over the centuries, and was 
eventually slighted (deliberately 
demolished) by Parliamentarian 
forces after a siege and eventual 
storming in 1645. Now owned by 
the National Trust, the castle is 
a Grade I listed building and a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument.

Once through the gate at the 
start of the lane, the track climbs 

gently and to the right. The 
surface is firm gravel with some 
smooth grassy sections and plenty 
of width for 4x4s. The surface is 
smooth, with no ruts. The lane 
then straightens out and continues 
to climb gently until about 500 
metres from the start, where a 
track branches off to the right and 
about 10 metres further on there 
is a National Trust (NT) milestone. 
Ignore the branch, and continue 
with the milestone to your right 
for approximately 100 metres, 
where you will encounter a gate.

Beyond the gate, the lane 
becomes quite narrow with hedges 
either side - not a problem on two 
wheels, but potentially harmful 
to the paint on the sides of your 
4x4! The lane continues to rise 
gently, and, approximately 125 
metres past the gate, a signposted 
footpath from Underhill Road 
joins from the left. Continue on, 
the lane starts to turn to the right 
and gets a little steeper. You then 
arrive at a second gate, and this 
marks the end of the BOAT section 
of the trail.

A word of caution: the surface 
of the lane here is a thin layer of 
small stones on a layer of clay. 
When I stopped my Enfield at the 
gate, the front brake held the 
front wheel stationary but the tyre 
slid down the slope on the clay, 
meaning I was sliding down the 
slope on my bike backwards! I had 
the presence of mind to steer the 
bike backwards into the hedge on 
my left, so a gentle stop, but the 
brambles in the hedge made it 
difficult to extricate myself and so 
bike and I ended up in a heap on 

The Motorcycle Diaries 

to Lulworth Ranges
Corfe Castle 
Life-long motorcyclist and a newcomer to 
green laning on a motorcycle, Phil Brackpool 
takes us on a journey via the ‘Crown Jewels’ 
of Dorset’s green lanes.

Words and pictures: Phil Brackpool
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the track! Fortunately, no damage 
done to bike or rider (except 
maybe to my ego!).

Section 2:  
Knowle Hill Ridgetop to 
Furzebrook Road
TWUID: SY9382-03
Dorset Explorer ID: D50604
At this point the lane’s 
classification changes to 
unclassified road. The gate also 
marks the end of the narrow, 
hedged-in section. The lane opens 
out, leading up a gentle slope on 
the side of the hill to another gate, 
which opens onto a grassy field 
with fabulous views of Church 
Knowle in the valley to your left. 
The church you can see in the 
village is Saint Peter’s Church. You 
are now atop the ridge!

Continue through the fields at 
the top of the ridge, and through 
two more gates until you reach the 
monument stone commemorating 
Mary Baxter MBE (1919 - 1988), 
who was an important figure in 
the conservation of the Dorset 
countryside. From this vantage 
point you have wonderful views 
over the Isle of Purbeck to Poole 

Harbour, which is the second 
largest natural harbour in the 
world (after Sydney, Australia).

Another word of caution: I have, 
on occasion, encountered cattle 
grazing in these fields. Please 
exercise due caution should you 
encounter any farm animals along 
the way. 

Continuing across the fields, 
the lane turns from grass to 
gravel, and then gently starts 
to lose height as we reach the 
point where the Furzebrook Road 
crosses. You have now travelled 
approximately 2.7 kilometres from 
your start point at Corfe Castle, 
and the road crossing marks the 
end of this section. There is a gate 
either side of the Furzebrook Road 
crossing.

Section 3: Furzebrook 
Road to Stonehill Down
TWUID: SY9281-03
Dorset Explorer ID: D50603
Once past Furzebrook Road, the 
lane starts to gently climb again. 
The lane is easily wide enough 
for 4x4s. The surface is mostly 
gravel, with some grass and even a 
stretch of broken-up tarmac! This 

continues for approximately 750 
metres, where the lane turns down 
the slope to the right. Instead of 
taking this right turn, or going 
straight on, go through the gate 
to your left. This marks the end of 
this section.

Should you wish to take the right 
turn and explore the remainder 
of the D50603, you will find 
a tumulus (Bronze age burial 
mound) about 250 metres down 
the hill on the right hand side of 
the lane. A tarmac road is reached 
another 100 metres further on.

Section 4:  
Stonehill Down to  
Lulworth Ranges
TWUID: SY9081-04
Dorset Explorer ID: D52004
This section of the lane has a 
Seasonal Traffic Regulation Order 
in place, prohibiting MPVs from 
using the route from 1st March 
until 30th September. There is 
a road sign to this effect at the 
start of this section, which does 
look rather odd to my eyes as it is 
located in a field, with no blacktop 
road in sight!

Pass the sign to your right, and 

continue across the field and along 
the ridgeline with the hedge to 
your right. Pass through a gate, 
and the lane becomes narrower 
with a fence to your left and 
hedgerow to your right, but wide 
enough for a 4x4.

Approximately 1km in, you 
reach Grange Arch. Grange Arch, 
also known as Creech Folly, is an 
18th-century folly built by Denis 
Bond (the then owner of Creech 
Grange), in 1746 at a cost of £1,300 
(almost £1 million today). It takes 
the form of a triple arch of ashlar 
stone, and was built as a feature 
that could be seen from Creech 
Grange. Today it is in the hands 
of the National Trust, and English 
Heritage have designated it a 
Grade II* listed building. Standing 
in the shadow of the arch, you can 
look down upon the house through 
the gap deliberately left in the 
trees.

Carry on along the lane, which 
continues to have a fence to your 

left and hedgerow to your right, 
but gets a little narrower than 
before although still wide enough 
for a 4x4. Approximately 650 
metres past Grange Arch you will 
come across the site of a ‘pop-
up’ cafe in the field to your right. 
Unfortunately, due to the Seasonal 
Traffic Regulation Order, the field 
will be empty when you are legally 
allowed to use the lane. Then, 
approximately 100 metres further 
on, you will come to a gate which 
marks the end of this particular 
route. Going through the gate, 
you will find yourself in a car park 
serving a viewpoint looking over 
the Isle of Purbeck, which has been 
designated an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB).

Summary:
The total length of the route as 
described is approximately 5.35 
kilometres, or approximately 
3.32 miles, with glorious views 
along most of it’s length and the 

occasional monument or point 
of interest along the way. The 
surface of the lane is mostly grass, 
with some gravel/small stones 
and one short stretch of broken 
tarmac (west of the Furzebrook 
Road). The route is suitable for 
both motorcycles and 4x4s. Our 
Royal Enfields were able to cope 
admirably with the conditions 
encountered along the way, 
although my bike was rather too 
keen to obey the laws of gravity 
for my liking!

Finally, please note that during 
the holiday season this route 
is popular with walkers, and 
both cattle and sheep can be 
encountered in the fields at any 
time, so appropriate care should 
be taken. There is also the GLASS 
Voluntary Restraint and the 
Seasonal Traffic Regulation Order 
to comply with. It would be a great 
shame if access to this route was 
denied due to irresponsible use.

8 9

G
R

E
E

N
 L

A
N

E
S

 S
U

M
M

E
R

 2
0

2
2

G
R

E
E

N
 L

A
N

E
S

 S
U

M
M

E
R

 2
0

2
2



How Green  
is my Laning?

Words and pictures: Stuart Boreham

Joking apart, here is a big question 
for all of us in the laning community: 
Our hobby takes us into the leafy 
countryside that we love, but at 
what environmental cost? 

Having wrestled with this for 
years, here is an ‘as honest as I can 
be’ look at the climate impact the 
driving of unsurfaced roads might 
have, and what, if anything, we can 
do about that.

Down our way in Surrey, laners 
get a lot of abuse from the locals. 
One of the oft repeated complaints 
is that of 4x4s polluting the 
countryside - you know,  ‘coming 
down here and taking our air’ 
sort of thing. Lets not forget that 
this is a county overflown by, at 
least pre-lockdown, hundreds of 
commercial jet flights a day and is 
criss-crossed by the M3, M25, A3, 

A320 - well, you get the picture. 
2017 research by INRX https://inrix.
com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/
INRIX_Europes-Traffic_Hotspots_
Research_FINAL_lo_res.pdf  found 
that the Surrey section of the 
M25 is the worst of the 12,700 
congestion hotspots in London, 
which is itself the most congested 
city in Europe. So yes, congestion 
and pollution is an issue in the UK 

and especially in the south, but that 
seems little to do with occasional 
outings by trundling laners.

Our activities produce a very 
small segment of the emissions 
of a 4x4 subset of the nation’s 
motoring. Having said that, global 
demand for SUVs in the 8 years 
from 2010 caused the largest 
increase in transport emissions, 
second only to power generation 

overall. www.theguardian.com/
environment/ng-interactive/2019/
oct/25/suvs-second-biggest-cause-
of-emissions-rise-figures-reveal.  
In addition our usually older trucks 
will have higher emissions than 
the modern vehicles and thus 
contribute proportionally more 
to that total than their modern 
brothers. When new, my Disco 1 
was rated at 248gm/km of carbon 

when doing 550 miles to a tank. 
Mine currently does about 400 
miles to a tank so the carbon 
will be more like 340gm/km and 
allowing for the pump and exhaust 
mods that some favour, plus tyres 
with a higher rolling resistance 
perhaps the reality is closer 
to 500gm/km. So - quite high 
compared to the 127gm/km that  
2020 UK new cars averaged.

You can’t escape it. Alongside the likelihood of rain by the weekend, there 
are few topics so much discussed as climate change. A perennial favourite 
on Facebook, burly 4x4 men posting abusive comments about Greta 
Thunberg are as regular as the sunrise, although somewhat less glorious.
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What can we compare our 
numbers to? An HGV would seem 
like a good comparison, but its not 
so easy. The easy figures simply 
don’t exist. I called Scania and 
was told they have just started 
to produce CO2/km figures for 
brand new trucks but they are only 
calculated for trucks that customers 
actually order and so GDPR means 
I can’t see them. I’d need to get a 
salesman to create a pretend order 
for a specific truck and then I’d find 
out. Tyres, engines, transmissions, 
body type, load and not to mention 
driving style, route and so on all 
make a difference. 

A UK government table from 
2013 shows a Euro6 40 ton truck 
producing about 1kg of carbon 
per km when travelling at 50mph 
www.theyworkforyou.com/
wrans/?id=2013-03-01a.144740.h.  
Figures from a US based climate 
think-tank for business are around 
five times higher, quoting 161gm/
km per ton of load but everything 
seems much worse out there - 

average new car emissions are 
four times that of the UK. Guns and 
pickups, eh?

A facebook friend recently 
showed the dashboard mpg figures 
for his artic and he managed 14mpg 
at 40mph up the M6 during the fuel 
crisis which I thought was amazingly 
good and would seem to confirm 
that modern truck emissions are not 
so far away from those of our old 
4x4s. His truck does about 12.5mpg 
on average. Scania tech department 
told me that the most reliable way 
to calculate emissions is from the 
fuel used (about 10kg per gallon for 
a diesel www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/
greenhouse-gas-emissions-typical-
passenger-vehicle). An average 
300tdi Land Rover will do low 
20mpg, mine consistently 24mpg 
so not far off my friends HGV, 
although it is worth noting that I 
managed to significantly better that 
by doing 40mph, not 60mph, on the 
motorway, and was amazed by the 
difference it made. Scientific test to 
follow!

Clearly, as a class of private 
vehicle, our trucks are indeed more 
carbon polluting than most cars, and 
some of our older ‘loved’ trucks may 
be quite close to the emissions of 
modern HGVs. Which at first glance 
at least, is not great (yet, don’t 
forget that many of us still drive 
30+ year old vehicles... which means 
their carbon footprint is way less 
overall when you take into account 
production and probably materials 
were sourced locally as well, rather 
than globally. Editor) .

What else do our trucks chuck 
out? The American government 
agency EPA (the same bunch that 
sealed the Simpsons in a giant dome 
in that cartoon movie, the fiends...) 
says this: 
• In addition to carbon dioxide 

(CO2), automobiles produce 
methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide 
(N2O) from the tailpipe and 
hydrofluorocarbon emissions 
from leaking air conditioners. The 
emissions of these gases are small 
in comparison to CO2; however, 

the impact of these emissions can 
be important because they have 
a higher global warming potential 
(GWP) than CO2.

And it’s not just gas. Tyres wear 
and produce micro particles, 
brakes do the same. Land Rovers 
produce rust (ok, let’s not go there). 
Vehicles need servicing, so there is 
the manufacture and subsequent 
disposal of oils, grease, parts and 
tyres to consider, as well as the 
carbon and environmental footprint 
created by the mining, refining and 
delivery of the fuel itself. The list is 
not endless, but it is significant. It’s 
also not exclusive to old 4x4s - even 
electric vehicles produce brake dust 
and used tyres.

There is also the issue of lifetime 
carbon. A large percentage of the 
total emissions related to a vehicle 
are created during it’s production. 
Raw assets are stripped from the 
planet and vast amounts of energy 
and carbon consumed to bludgeon 
the elements into a magnificent 
shiny truck, or these days a 

gleaming Tesla. Electric vehicles 
have the added disadvantage of 
needing large quantities of rare 
earth materials such as lithium in 
order to create the battery in the 
first place. 

By the way, those Facebook 
memes showing children mining 
cobalt in the Congo for electric 
vehicles (EVs) - well, there is 
some truth in that. The Congo is 
indeed a bit wild west and some 
‘mom and pop’ back garden 
mines, know as ‘Artisanal Small 
Mines’ - ASM, do slip material 
into the system that is mined in 
an unregulated and potentially 
unethical fashion. It is estimated 
that 15% to 30% of cobalt from 
the DRC comes from ASM sites 
and that 15% of the quarter of 
a million ASM mine workers are 
children. www.forbes.com/sites/
michaelposner/2020/10/07/how-
tesla-should-combat-child-labor-
in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-
congo/?sh=4cdc43fa5cd0. Sadly 
child labour is a global issue and 

not confined to cobalt. 1.5 million 
children are estimated to work in 
agriculture in Indonesia and many of 
those are in the rubber industry that 
supports the tyres we roll on. But we 
don’t hear about that on Facebook 
because there are no well-funded 
lobby groups hating on tyres. Yet. 
www.ilo.org/jakarta/areasofwork/
WCMS_126206/lang--en/index.htm 

For statistical purposes the carbon 
from manufacture can be spread 
across the life of a vehicle and 
combined with the fuel used to get 
an overall figure. The Low Carbon 
Vehicle Partnership quote typical 
figures when they say:

...a typical medium sized family 
car will create around 24 tonnes of 
CO2 during its life cycle, while an EV 
will produce around 18 tonnes over 
its life. For a battery EV, 46% of its 
total carbon footprint is generated 
at the factory, before it has travelled 
a single mile.

For our 4x4s that figure is 
estimated as being around 23% 
generated at the factory, perhaps 
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a bit more as the vehicles are 
larger and often manufactured 
in the years before being careful 
with manufacturing emissions was 
a thing. What the Low Carbon VP 
report does not mention is the 
source of the power the EV uses in 
its lifetime. 100% wind generated 
electricity has a different carbon 
footprint to that made from coal. 
Most power used by EVs will be 
somewhere between the two with 
developed nations using a mix of 
sources. Therefore, surprising as 
it seems, EVs do produce carbon 
emissions per mile via their power 
sourcing. In the USA, CNBC and 
others reported it as being around 
200gm/km currently, dropping 
to 50gm when charged from the 
hopefully much greener grids of 
the future.  https://theicct.org/
publications/global-LCA-passenger-
cars-jul2021 

Overall EV emissions are better 
over their entire life than a 
internal combustion engine almost 
anywhere in the world. In the UK it’s 

probably 3 times better although 
in India and China where electricity 
is made largely with coal the 
differences are much reduced - in 
India they are currently ‘a bit better’.

However, I was unable to find 
anything much about the emission 
implications of recycling the very 
large number of EV batteries that 
will soon need processing as millions 
of EVs start to reach the end of 
their lives. Capitalism being what it 
is, money is flowing into start-ups 
looking to solve those issues so we 
await that story with interest.

So - is there any good news - any 
mitigating factors on our side?  
Perhaps a few. We drive our trucks 
fewer miles than most cars and 
much less than the HGVs that often 
clock up millions of kilometres over 
their lifetimes. And when we are out 
on the lanes we are barely above 
tickover with a small load thanks 
to low range gearboxes, so in the 
big picture our emissions as a user 
group are low.

We also drive our trucks in a 
nation that is actually a pretty small 
producer of fossil fuel emissions 
- 5% of the global total. The UK is 
doing so well because of political 
leadership creating a benevolent 
business environment for the green 
energy industries, and history. As 
early adopters of wind power and 
being the 6th wealthiest nation 
on the planet (11th if ranked by 
wealth per person) our power can 
be greener and our cars cleaner 
without too much hardship for most 
of us. 

Either way, our contribution as 
laners to the overall UK pollution 
problem is very small indeed and 
globally. In fact it’s miniscule.

Our position as a relatively minor 
player on the global filth games is 
used by some (on Facebook mainly) 
as a stick to beat the green lobby.  
Yeah, I’ll turn down the smoke 
screw when China stops burning 
coal, when Brazil stops burning the 
forests - you know the picture. And 
it’s quite a strong argument, and 

at least a convenient one if you are 
looking for an excuse to not give 
a stuff. And if you really don’t care 
you can indeed sleep well knowing 
that your contribution to the coming 
climate apocalypse would be 
vanishingly small. 

Conversely if you still love 
laning in old bangers but have a 
conscience, if you want to be able 
to look your grandkids in the eye 
and tell them what you did in the 
great emissions war, what can be 
done to make our hobby as green as 
possible?

Carbon offsetting is one way. 
Work out the emissions produced 
by your vehicle and pay to offset 
the same amount either through 
carbon capture or the planting of 
suitable numbers of trees. This does 
help. Not all schemes are valid so 
you need to be careful and assess 
the validity of your investment but 
for £100 or so a year you can pay 
for trees to be planted around the 
world that will convert the same 
amount of carbon you spew out 

back into oxygen. Use Goggle to find 
suitable schemes - CarbonFootptint 
and ClimateCare are two reputable 
organisations I have had experience 
of. I offset the carbon of my Landy 
personally, while my business 
offsets the carbon of our company 
vehicles and our power. We put 
stickers saying that on the side 
of our vehicles to give the antis 
something to think about.

These and other lifestyle changes 
can help. You might have a truck 
that produces above average 
carbon, but you can compensate 
by living a below average carbon 
life. For example, avoid flying for 
holidays. Don’t go on cruises - the 
‘green’ credentials of the cruise 
industry are shocking and the heavy 
waste oil burnt by many ships will 
make your eyes water. Literally, if 
you are close enough. The same 
applies to container shipping, so 
buying less stuff from the Orient will 
certainly help.

You could even, if you are feeling 
particularly keen, give up eating 

meat. This writer did, and remains 
largely sane at the time of writing. 
At the least, try to purchase only 
local and ideally non-red meat, that 
has been sustainably farmed. A 
vegetarian diet does have a smaller 
footprint although if you then up 
your consumption of avocados, 
asparagus and artichokes all flown 
in from Africa the story can become, 
once again, complicated. www.bbc.
com/future/article/20200211-why-
the-vegan-diet-is-not-always-green     

Finally, if you are feeling positively 
fanatical, then you could do 
worse than blowing a few tens 
of thousands on converting your 
much loved diesel 4x4 into an 
electric vehicle. It’s popular on the 
Kensington school run but perhaps 
a bit more of a challenge up Strata 
Florida on a rainy weekend.

Are we green? Not particularly, but 
probably no less than the average 
person especially if you compensate 
in other ways. On that basis, I’m off 
for a cheese sandwich, and those 
you can eat up a Welsh byway.
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Ever fancied a weekend’s laning and then slumbering out in the 
wild (with permission of course) in your D2? Well, that’s exactly 
what John Victor did with this rather cool conversion. 

Conversion
Pictures: John VictorD2camper
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Words and pictures: Kelvin Varney

Three pensioners and their carer 

escape
to the country
The pensioners are all GLASS 
members and all four of us are 
South Wales TRF (Trail Riders 
Fellowship) members. It didn’t take 
long to say ‘yes’ when Simon asked 
if I was I up for a weekday ride. The 
forecast was good, if cold. I plotted 
a route around the Wye Valley and 
the Forest of Dean, taking in a few 
lanes I’ve not ridden before and 
some I’ve not ridden for a while. 

The weather was indeed cold, I 
had to scrape the ice off the ‘bus 
that transported my bike to the 
start. Simon and Yoshi rode to the 
start, a very cold 30+ miles for 
them. Our route was 74 miles as 
plotted and it would be another 30 
miles home for them at the end of 
the day.

We were on a mix of steeds. 
Simon on a Yamaha WR250, Yoshi 

on a CRF300L, Matthew, our 
‘carer’, on a KTM 300TPI (at least 
that is what I thought it was!) and 
me on a CCM 644, or the ‘Chinook’ 
as someone once called it. It 
sounds like a Chinook on video. I 
tend to plod so was happy bringing 
up the rear for a lot of the ride, 
although my usual place is out 
front leading.

The route took us along twenty 

five green lanes. Twenty six if 
you include the one outside John 
Askew’s front door (more about 
John later). Three were BOATs 
(Byways Open to All Traffic), the 
rest being county roads.

As Simon’s sat nav was playing 
up, and started us off in the 
reverse direction, I took over 
leading. A navigational error 
meant we missed the first planned 
green lane. Actually my sat nav 
hadn’t hooked up to the satellites 
yet so I missed the turning. 
The next lane is being added to 
Trailwise 2 as John and I have 
been in discussion about it. It was 
showing as a white road on OS 

maps and appears as a publicly 
maintained road on findmystreet, 
the online National Street 
Gazetteer. John’s contacts in 
Monmouthshire CC Highways have 
determined it is a legal road with 
no restriction.

Going North on this lane the 
first bit is straightforward it then 
becomes narrow and a bit washed 
out going downhill. I’d previously 
been guided down it by a friend 
who has lived in the area all his 
life. On that ride I struggled to get 
up the tarmac hill at the end due 
to sheet ice. I dropped the bike 
and it went sliding down the hill. 
No damage to bike or rider just 

a small gouge out of the tarmac 
from my footpeg.

The next lane (SO4901-03) is 
another that has been added to 
TW2 a couple of years ago after 
some research. It starts at the 
south end through a friendly farm 
and runs straight along a sunken 
narrow muddy lane. There are few 
fallen trees to limbo under and 
holly bushes to avoid. Its currently 
obstructed to 4x4s due to a large 
tree with a bike sized cut out. It 
would however need a lot of work 
to enable 4x4s to traverse it. 

A short tarmac ride through 
the lower Wye Valley to our next 
lane (SO5206-04) which I had 
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previously reccy’d a few weeks 
before to establish if a very 
large tree had been removed. It 
had been. Enough to get a bike 
through. The route was plotted to 
go downhill as there are exposed 
boulders set in the lane which make 
uphill a real struggle on a bike. 

The next lane (SO5009-03) 
took us past Kate Humble’s farm. 
Despite her exploits on a jet 
powered trike during her Top Gear 
days (check out YouTube) she is 
not a fan of green laners. The lane 
again features very narrow gullies 
for the most part and hence is 
bikes only. A bit of tarmac saw us at 
a Monmouth garage for a rest room 
stop and to figure out why Simon’s 
sat nav wasn’t charging. A twiddle 
of the bike’s battery terminals and 
all was sorted. Simon was back out 
front.

A few straightforward lanes 
followed on the Northwest side 
of the A40 North of Monmouth 
(SO5014-02, SO5118-02, SO5220-
03, SO5221-02 and SO5519-
02. Check out Trailwise 2 for 
accessibility). Crossing over the 
A40 we took in the first of two 
BOATs. The first SO5919-02 is 
straightforward if a little muddy. 

The second is a nice sunken lane 
that starts off as a BOAT (SO6120-
03) and ends up as an unclassified 
county road or UCR (SO6220-02) 
going east. Although we didn’t 
see any on our ride, watch out for 
horses as there were a fair few 
stables in the area. Another good 
reason to ride weekdays. The next 
lane, another BOAT (SO6318-02), 
is quite long with dual muddy ruts, 
a wooded area to the east and 
views to the west. A wave to some 
walkers returned a wry smile. A 
sort of bemused ‘why would they 
want to do that’ type of smile. I was 
plodding on this lane, not wanting 
to fall off, get too muddy or disturb 
the ground too much. Yoshi kindly 
waited to check I’d got through the 
worst of it. I did.

A bit of roadwork through 
Drybrook and Cinderford brought 
us to our planned fuel and food 
stop at a petrol station. A hot 
chocolate went down a treat. A bit 
of bike banter followed and we’re 
ready to go again. But only a few 
hundred yards up the road we 
drop in at Haines and Co. ‘Fantic’ 
dealers of trail motorcycles and 
electric mountain bikes. Yoshi had 
a natter with the owner, Antony, 

as they both have history. Antony 
back in his CCM dealership days 
had sponsored Yoshi when he was 
a rally raid rider. Yoshi being semi 
famous in South Wales – at least 
with trail/enduro riders, having a 
won a fair few bike rallies in foreign 
parts, as well as the Wyegate 
and other long distance trials 
and enduros in his younger days. 
Google ‘Beer, pies and fags Yoshi’ 
for a laugh.

The next stop is a brief ogle at 
the Severn estuary vista. We were 
fortunate with the weather. Whilst 
it was cold, maybe 3˚ or 4˚C, it was 
very clear and sunny for most of 
the ride. Not bad for mid-January. 

The next lane (SO6612-03) I’d 
ridden before so found the east end 
entrance ok. However, the legal line 
of the UCR was a little tricky to find 
in the forest as other forest tracks 
and the undergrowth can take you 
off in the wrong direction. The sat 
nav was helpful to bring us back on 
line. It gets narrow at the west end 
with trees, too narrow for 4x4s I’d 
suggest.

Two more lanes SO6512-06 
through Sneyd Wood and SO6511-
03 though Soudley Coppice 
followed. They were some of the 

ones that make a weekday ride a 
better bet as they are likely to see 
a lot more recreational users at 
weekends on the forest tracks.

A scenic tarmac ride through 
the centre of the Forest of Dean 
followed and brought us to the 
front door of John Askew’s home. 
The Monmouthshire and East 
Glos GLASS Rep. I’d not met John 
before but we have regularly 
exchanged green lane intelligence 
for a few years now. I’m the current 
Rights of Way Officer for South 
Wales TRF. It was good to finally 
meet up. I knew John had spent 
time in Ceredigion and as Rep there 
until recently. I don’t know why but 
I wasn’t expecting what I thought 
was a Midlands twang! But hey, 
who am I to talk, living in Wales 
with a Hampshire accent? We could 
see the front end of John’s Jeep 
peering out from behind his house 
and very shiny it looked too. John 
said a new MOT beckons and he is 
hoping to get out and about now 
we are coming out of winter, the 
latest lockdowns, and he is settled 
in is new home.

We took advantage of John’s 
adopted green road right outside 
his front door. As we left he took 
photos as evidence of use. The 
delightful Rock Lane (SO5610-02) 
in Coleford followed with its very 
claustrophobic mossy narrow stone 
walls. It is on the TET, the Trans 
European Trail and thoughts of 
fully loaded BMW GS riders with 
hard panniers trying to negotiate it 
always enter my head when riding 
it.

We passed Whitecliff Offroad 
Centre which looks like fun from 
their website. The Burial Path was 
next (SO5509-03). So called as 
legend has it coffins were carried 
down it to the church in Newland. 
A fairly easy lane with a few stones 
set in mud and not overly deep 
ruts. We’d had a few days of dry 
weather so generally the ground 
was not as wet as it had been a few 
weeks previously, at the beginning 
of the year.

The popular Forge Lane 
(SO5309-05) and Wyegate Lane 
(SO5506-02) followed. Two 
favourites of both bikes and 4x4s. 
Forge Lane had what I think was 
a couple of Water Board pickups 
trying to either get themselves into 

an adjoining field or out of a very 
sticky situation. They were both 
across either side of the lane and 
one was winching the other. We 
were warned about the winch rope 
across the track at head height 
(health & safety... not! Editor).  
I asked if they needed help but 
they seemed to be confident doing 
whatever they were doing. Maybe a 
training exercise who knows.

Forge Lane, Wyegate Lane and 
the next one Mork Hill (SO5504-
01) all had sections in the Wyegate 
long distance trial that I rode in 

2019. The Wyegate has a reputation 
as being one of the harder long 
distance trials in England and Wales 
but these sections were some of 
the easier ones that year. Yoshi is 
a previous winner of the event in 
2007.  

We snuck passed a ‘road closed’ 
sign on the tarmac out of St 
Briavels on our route and acquired 
permission from a road worker to 
pass through the roadworks saving 
a detour.

The very short SO5405-02 
required a minor detour up the 
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bank to negotiate a fallen tree. Also 
a limbo under a very large fallen 
tree that had a convenient helmet 
sized notch cut in the underside. 
The exit on to the main road is 
tricky as it’s a blind bend and can 
have fast traffic.

A short muddy lane (SO5103-
07) in Llandogo next, followed by 
Gurlus Grove Road (SO5101-02) 
through Barbadoes Green Wood. 
Half way down, Yoshi took a 
tumble behind me in a very narrow 
section with big loose boulders. 
He smacked his shoulder but is 
made of tough stuff so carried 
on. We discussed how the narrow 
gulley section had most likely been 
formed when a perpendicular 
forest track had bisected it on a 
lower level. You could just about 
make out the level where the old 
road would have been before the 
newer track had been cut in as 
access to woods or a property. 
There are lots of very old roads in 
the Wye Valley with their ancient 
moss covered dry stone walls no 
longer keeping livestock penned in.

‘Limekiln’ aka ‘Hole in the Wall’ or 
officially Chapel Hill Road (ST5298-
02) was the second to last lane 
for us. It was nice to see the more 
recent repair works carried out by 
Wye Valley AONB team and older 
landslip repair work by GLASS 
and the TRF holding up well. The 
log bars and shallow ditches are 

all good. The edges of the steps 
looked to have had the sharp bits 
knocked off them and the flat parts 
of the steps themselves were super 
smooth. We all struggled to get up 
even though it was relatively dry. 
Simon took a roll when his rear 
wheel slid sideways. No harm to 
bike or rider. Matthew was sent 
off course to the loose stone on 
the left but managed to get up 
unassisted walking his bike.

The last lane which isn’t on 
Trailwise took us back to Devauden 
where we had started. A great and 
recommended way to enjoy your 
retirement, or in Matthew’s case a 
day off work. 

The route
They Wye Valley and the Forest 
of Dean are both sensitive areas 
to recreational motor vehicle 
users. The Wye valley has a lot of 
properties set in small steep valleys 
where noise reverberates. It is also 
a tourist area with people drawn 
to the river and Tintern Abbey. 
The Forest of Dean is likewise a 
tourist recreation area for all forms 
of traffic and gets quite busy at 
weekends. Legal green roads tend 
to be spread around the outskirts.

Definition of a tourist – a person 
who is travelling or visiting a place 
for pleasure. Hmmmm... us!
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Some years earlier Neil had invited 
me to navigate for him in this 
event which generally is held on 
Salisbury Plain. We came second. 
And it wasn’t my navigation skills 
that were to blame, it was Neil’s 
heavy right foot in the quiet areas 
that have a speed limit of 20mph. 
We ended up coming second with 
the military team just beating us 
on points. 

This time round we were setting 
the route and then sweeping it 
behind the competitors to collect 
all the markers we had deposited 
earlier in the day. The event starts 
at dusk just to make route finding 
that little bit more difficult. Oh, 
and did I mention you are not 
allowed tech to navigate with? 
Yup, it’s just you and the paper 
map. In the dark. In an area with 
almost no discernible landmarks. 
And with 80-odd miles out in front 
of you, the majority off tarmac, 
that’s no easy task. 

However, it’s not a race. The 

speed limit on military tracks is 
30mph and the route is designed 
for you to keep a low speed. Arrive 
at a check point too early and you 
get points marked against you. 
Drive too fast in a quiet area and 
you get points marked against 
you. In fact, points are stacked 
up against you all over the shop. 
However if you spot the tiny 
markers (10x10cm) that Neil and 
I put out, and you get them right, 
then you gain points. And so on. 
By the time you finish, you are 
exhausted because it’s late into 
the night. Everything is done to 
test you. You’re running on empty!

The event is run by BAMA 
(The British Army Motorsports 
Association) and is open these 
days to civilians, although you 
have to join BAMA to compete. 
And seeing as it’s not a race, and 
mostly conducted on unsurfaced 
roads, I decided it was worthy of 
inclusion in the magazine.

Bernard Stevens, or Bernie, as 

he is usually referred to, is the 
driving force behind the event. 
He’s been a stalwart of the military 
motorsport scene for decades, and 
green lanes in his Defender 90. So 
I asked Bernie if he would like to 
commit pen to paper and tell us a 
bit about BAMA...

The British Army 
Motorsports Association 
BAMA was formed in 2010 as an 
amalgamation of the Army Motor 
Cycle Association (AMCA) and the 
British Army Motoring Association 
(BAMA). Both were formed 
originally to help service personnel 
perfect navigation and driving 
skills, particularly off road. The 
AMCA led the way having been 
formed in 1937 and the BAMA 
followed in 1960.

The BAMA, in its current 
format as a motorsports club 
affiliated to the Auto Cycle 
Union and the Royal Automobile 
Club Motorsports Association 

(currently trading as Motorsport 
UK), has evolved into a bona 
fide, multi discipline club running 
activities for soldiers and, in some 
disciplines, civilians alike.

The disciplines vary between 
the four wheel group and the 
two wheel group but there is a 
commonality of interest in the off 
road aspects of both groups.

Many of our events are 
conducted on the Defence Training 
Estate in the form of motorcycle 
enduro and trials competitions 
on two wheels while the four 
wheelers conduct navigation 
competitions and RTV trials as 
well as other off road tests of 
navigation and driving skills. 

More recently circuit racing and 
karting have also been included in 
the 4 wheel activities, with Enduro 
and road racing for the two-
wheeled competitors. Members 
of the BAMA have competed in a 
huge variety of events up to and 
including international rallies and 

two wheel competitions, indeed 
one of our members is the current 
world champion Enduro rider. 

We do, also, have a great affinity 
for green lanes. We, as a club, 
are a member of the Green Lane 
Association and regularly use 
the amazing variety of green 
lanes available to us. We conduct 
social drive outs/ride outs. We are 
committed to the preservation of 
these rights of way and ensure that 
all our activities are well planned 
and controlled. The events are 
always well marshalled and include 
driving standards officers to ensure 
that participants comply with the 
rules for green lanes. Autumn 
Leaves is one such event. Allan 
Strachan and I ‘invented’ this rally 
in 1975 in Germany when the BAMA 
ran an event at least every month. 
In those days night navigation 
rallies were at least 300km 
long and mostly on the German 
equivalent of UK green lanes.

We brought the event to England 

and resurrected it when the BAMA 
became a sport in 2010 and have 
run it out of Larkhill Garrison ever 
since.

Our next event is SAXON 
EXPRESS at Bovington Training 
Area on 23 April 2022 and 
more information on the 
BAMA events can be found at 
www.armymotorsports.co.uk/
Disciplines/4x4-Navigation. 

Army life is less insular than it 
once was and we see the BAMA’s 
activities as a positive opportunity 
for civilians and military personnel, 
whose lives might not normally 
overlap, to socialise and share a 
common passion for green laning. 
It gives soldiers an opportunity 
to mix socially with people from 
the community they serve. That’s 
an important point - it’s what the 
Army is there for!

Fancy a try? Then check us out on 
the web address above.

autumnleaves

On what was possibly the coldest day of the year in 2021, I joined 
Neil Watterson, Editor of LRO Magazine, to help put out markers on 
the Autumn Leaves 2021 BAMA event route. And yes, it snowed!

Navigation on Bovington Training Area

Trail ride in Scotland

Words and pictures:  
Dale Wyatt and Bernard Stevens
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The club was formed in March 
2017 by a group of local Land 
Rover enthusiasts; Sue Coe, John 
Coe and Jonathan Ball. The aim 
was to bring local enthusiasts and 
their families together to share 
knowledge and the love for their 
motors.

The club is a limited company 
by guarantee with four directors – 
John Coe, Sue Coe, Graham Curry 
and Julian Martin – and is run 
on a day-to-day basis by a small 
committee of dedicated members 
who help bring together the clubs 
activities over the year.

The club has gone from strength 
to strength and attracted many 
locals within the area who own a 
range of Land Rovers, from early 
Series Land Rovers through to the 
current top spec models. We cater 
for all lovers of the green oval!

We hold meetings on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 
various venues from 7.30pm. 

Members are notified of events via 
Facebook and the clubs’ website.

From May until September we 
usually start off with ‘Kicking 
Tyres’ where members display 
their beloved Land Rovers, catch 
up with friends, talk to like-minded 
members and swap or sell parts 
if they wish. We can even offer 
counselling about their beloved 
vehicle!

The October club night is a 
special event when members 
decorate their Land Rovers 
with fairy lights for the annual 
Illumination Convoy through the 
Blackpool Illuminations. This is 
a popular event in the Club’s 
calendar and attracts many 
members to join in the convoy.

In December a very special 
person attends our club night, 
Father Christmas, who makes a 
special appearance visiting the 
clubs’ junior members.

The club organises many events 

that aim to appeal to everyone. 
Green laning in Cumbria or North 
Yorkshire is a bimonthly event. 
Local shows include Fylde Vintage 
and Farm Show in June and a 
particular favourite, Fleetwood’s 
Tram Sunday in July, Lytham 
Hall classic car show in August, 
The Villa Steam weekend in Wrea 
Green and Lytham Green show in 
September, plus many more.

We hold many social events 
throughout the year from Camping 
weekends, evening meet ups, 
picnics, rounders’ matches and 
drives out.  

In March each year the club 
holds a presentation evening 
where various club trophies are 
awarded. The Tower trophy and 
Junior Tower Trophy are awarded 
to an adult and junior member 
that have shown passion and 
dedication to the club over the 
year.

The Driver of the Year Trophy is 

award to a member who has either 
exceeded in either off roading/
trailing or helped others within the 
club to achieve this.     

In July 2017 the club became 
affiliated to the Association of 
Land Rover Clubs (ALRC) enabling 

the club to become a ‘competitive’ 
one. 

Each year, over the May Whit 
Bank Holiday Weekend, the ALRC 
holds a rally which allows all 
the affiliated Land Rover clubs 
to come together and compete 

in various disciplines from the 
Tyro, RTV (Road Taxed Vehicle), 
CCV (Cross Country Vehicle), 
Competition Safari, Winch 
Challenge and Children’s bike 
trials.  

We have also run several Tyro’s 
and one RTV up to date.

We are also affiliated to 
Motorsport UK which means the 
club can compete in its own right 
by applying for permits to run 
competitive trials.

We are also affiliated to the 
Association of North West Car 
Clubs, and of course, GLASS.

Each year we support a charity, 
this year’s being the Blackpool 
branch of the RLNI.

The 1st March this year will be 
our fifth birthday which we intend 
to celebrate with a get together 
for club members. Details available 
nearer the time. 

New members are always 
welcome.

Blackpool & Fylde
 Land Rover Club

Words: John Coe. Pictures: Bradley Jones.
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I’ve detailed here what I keep 
secured to my bike whatever type 
of trip I’m on. If I’m out for more 
than a day I also carry a pair of tyre 
levers, spare gear and clutch levers, 
spare bulbs and an inner tube for 
each of the (different size) wheels. 
However, such things might be 
shared with a riding partner.

I carry my equipment in a 
Tooltube fixed to the left pannier 
rail and a small Kreiga US10 
waterproof bag above where the 
tank would normally be. I keep a 
few cable ties fixed to one of the 
fork stanchions for quick, on the 
fly, repairs. In addition I generally 

have a Kreiga US10 bag fixed to 
one of the pannier rails. I use this 
to carry spare gloves, maybe some 
food etc. The Tooltube is I believe 
actually a document case for 
agricultural vehicles. 

1: Tooltube contents
Above, clockwise from top left.

 In the lid a length of webbing 
for towing and a few extra cable 
ties.

 A loop of shockcord and some 
vinyl or latex gloves.

 Screwdriver with various bits.
 A small multimeter.
 Small mole grips.

 Puncture repair kit.
 Combined tyre lever and rear 
wheel nut spanner.

 Spare clutch lever.
Unless I’m on a long trip I don’t 
carry spare brake levers because 
the front and rear brakes are 
independent. Hopefully I can 
manage with just one for a while if 
needed. 

2: Tankbag contents
Above, clockwise from top left.

 Tools and rag.
 Knipex wrench. These are 
excellent.

 Some spare chain.
 Three containers (see right).
 Very small first aid bag.
 More gloves. 
 Hand pump with gauge.

3: Tankbag contents
 Multi-tool and Motion Pro tools.
 Multi-tool including various 
screwdriver and hex bits.

 Motion Pro multipurpose tool. 
This is a well designed compact 
piece of kit including an array of 
bits, sockets etc.

 Spanners and ratchet to fill a 
couple of gaps, chain adjustment 
etc.

3: The containers
In the containers above, clockwise 
from top left.

 Tin with cable repair kit and a 
fuel tank plug specific for my 
bike should a side tank need 
removing.

 Silicon self fusing tape, some 
epoxy putty and more gloves.

 More gloves.
 Spare chain split link.
 Electric cable and some double 
sided Velcro strapping.

 An assortment of lengths and 
diameter of threaded bar, nuts 
and washers.

 Ductape and... more gloves.

Hopefully none of this will 
ever need to be used 
I tend to keep things I might need 
more regularly in the tank bag. The 
pump is on the outside the bag 
should I feel the need to drop the 
tyre pressures and need to re-inflate 
later. On the road, repairs to date 
(fingers crossed); disappearing split 
link, slightly twisted forks following 
a fall, a puncture (in the Pyrenees), 
securing a pannier which came 

adrift following a fall, a bent front 
brake lever (I managed) plus the 
occasional thing coming loose, 
normally following a fall. I’ve also 
had to help others using my kit; a 
loose oil pipe union, some cyclists 
on a remote Pyrenean trail with a 
puncture (patches but no pump?), 
things coming adrift following a fall, 
yes falls are quite common. Yes, I 
probably don’t need to carry quite so 
many gloves.

Words & pictures: Paul Chamberlain

What do Icarry
on my bike?

Homemade folding ‘prop’ to 
support the bike if a wheel needs 
to be removed

Tooltube. This end screws off. It’s 
about 30cm long and 10cm in 
diameter

Concerning puncture repair I use the 
Tubliss system which, effectively, converts 
a tubed system into a ‘tubeless’ one 
meaning punctures can be plugged 
without removing the tyre. I carry tubes 
on a longer trip just in case something like 
a 4” nail punctures the inner bladder.

1 2 3 4

Clearly the capacity to carry tools and equipment are limited 
on a bike. Plus we have to consider the weight of anything we 
carry too. I generally also carry a Camelbak for hydration.
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gatedroads
Did you know that a road with a 
gate has to have a gating order 
otherwise the gate is illegal? I know 
of a lot of gates that are illegal 
and locked on public highways, 
or even the incorrect width, yet 
there are some that are illegal and 
unlocked. A gate can put off certain 
users (eg someone trying to take 
a short cut) but still be unlocked. 
So there is a little flexibility in the 

grey areas. Many gated roads, both 
unsurfaced and with a black top are 
signed like the one in the photo. Yet 
many are not. Locked gates should 
be challenged. A road is a road 
after all, and a gate would not be 
tolerated across the A1 for instance 
(although it would have done when 
it was a turnpike). 

Last year, Paul (my laning buddy) 
and myself went out for a run and 

experienced a number of gates and 
obstructions. I thought you might 
like to see what we encountered. 
Paul and I generally lane together 
with just our two vehicles (my 
Bowler and Paul’s homemade 90). 
I’ll describe our trip as it happened, 
but before that, remember if you 
encounter illegal gates, make sure 
you report them... both to the 
county council and your local rep.

We met early one morning at 
a gateway in Gloucestershire. It 
was unlocked but hasn’t always 
been. Some years previously it 
became padlocked and after a bit 
of research I found out the police 
had recommended the farmer lock 
the gate due a number of issues. 
However the police are somewhat 
lacking in rights of way law (I’ve 
heard they get about 20 minutes 

training on it, but that’s only 
heresay). I made a complaint and 
the lock was eventually removed. 
It’s a lovely cross field lane over 
grass followed by a field edge run 
in the next field after another gate. 
It’s little used and a perfect start to 
the day. 

Heading north into the Cotswolds 
we eventually reach a road that is 
multi-gated. It’s a bit of a hassle 

to open and close them all but the 
gates actually keep usage fairly 
low. The road is mostly field edge 
and grassy. Livestock are in most 
fields so the gates are necessary. 
We are careful to open and close 
them all and not let any livestock 
through. As we pass by a herd of 
sheep on tickover, they gently move 
aside. Treating the countryside with 
respect is something I hold dearly.

Words and pictures: Dale Wyatt
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A few lanes later and we reach 
a really scratchy one. It’s always 
scratchy at one end and we always 
give it a bit of a trim the best we 
can. However, this time at the end 
of the scratchy section we find a 
rather large tree trunk blocking our 
progress. Remember this is a public 
road so this has been placed in our 
path deliberately. 

Paul and I clear the undergrowth 
to one side and manage to slip by. 
The road then becomes a well used 
farm track all the way to the end... 
except we are confronted with a 
rather sturdy black metal gate with 
a huge padlock.

Again we clear the undergrowth 
to one side and slip by reporting the 
issue the next day. I’ve not had the 

chance to return, but I am hoping 
the gate will have been removed. 

Note that it is legal to remove an 
illegal obstruction or divert around 
it. Just make sure you are on a legal 
vehicular right of way first!

Heading onward and taking in 
a few more lanes, we stopped 
for lunch with a wonderful view 
over the countryside. Packing 
up and ensuring any rubbish is 
stowed away in one of our bin bags 
(recycling where we can) we moved 
off onto the next gated road. The 
first gate is always open, or has 
been for as long as I can remember 
(and I’ve been laning for over 30 
years) with the next two being an 
easy open and shut.

After this we check out a lane 

that runs over some land that has 
be taken over by a new farmer 
in recent years. They’ve replaced 
the five bar gate at the bottom of 
the lane with an illegal bridle gate. 
The highway authority have been 
next to useless at dealing with the 
issue, even though I’ve tried many 
times, so the current situation is 
to take the adjacent five bar gate 
off it’s hinges in order to pass... 
all perfectly legal. Annoying, but 
passable for now in a 4x4. 2x1s can 
use the bridle gate! 

For what was a short laning run, 
we seemed to encounter rather of a 
lot of gates!
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It has been said that winches are 
probably the most commonly 
purchased, but least used after-
market 4x4 accessory, and outside 
of committed off-road enthusiasts 
this is probably true. 

It is also correct that a winch is 
definitely not a requisite piece of 
equipment for use on green lanes. 
The Green Lane Association code 
of conduct is perfectly clear, stating 
unsurfaced rights of way (URoW’s) 
should not be used when they are 
likely to be damaged beyond their 
capacity to recover naturally. Wet, 
muddy conditions that lead to this 
kind of damage are exactly the kind 
in which vehicles get stuck. Also, 
and for a number of good reasons, 
URoW’s are not the place to 
practice recovery techniques either.

Inevitably though, there are 
occasions where even the most 
prepared and conscientious green 
lane enthusiast has a moment of 
traction-embarrassment, and with 
all other methods having failed, 
the winch finally whirs into action. 
However, winching is by no means 
a simple or risk-free practice, and 
comes with the potential for great 
harm. 

Having spent most of his career 
either repairing people, or teaching 
people how to repair each other, 
James Moore, the designer of a 
new winch safety app, was keen to 
address safety surrounding winch 
use. His experiences here in the 
UK and overseas immediately led 
him to recognise two clear factors 
contributing to winch safety.

Firstly, most people who purchase 
a winch fail to get any formal 
training in its use. This, coupled 
with the predominantly male trait 
of ignoring any form of written 
instruction immediately increases 
the chance of error. Secondly, and 
as already highlighted, winches 
rarely get used. This leads to 
something called ‘skill fade’, where 
our ability to correctly perform 
certain tasks deteriorates. The 
combination of just these two 
elements alone make the chances 
of something going wrong far 
greater. Unfortunately, the forces 
involved in winching mean that 
when things do go wrong, it can be 
at best scary, and at worst, fatal.

The Winch-app design leans 
heavily on a fundamental part of 

Winch-app
Winches: you don’t really need them, but there’s always that 
chance you might slip into a ditch and a carefully controlled winch out is the 
best course of action. ‘Winch’ is designed for people with no formal winch 
training, but who’ve found themselves using a 4x4 winch for recovery purposes.

Words: James Moore

This pictogram shows 
the level your winch 
is working at as a 
percentage of its 
maximum. The more 
cable on the drum, the 
harder it is working.

You cannot move 
onto the next box 

until you confirm the 
previous areas have 

been checked
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Terms & Conditions
Code: GLASS10  Discount: 10% off full retail prices sitewide  

Excludes: Engine Major Units, Diagnostics, ProacTrac, Complete Chassis, Gearbox Units, Transfer Box Units, BA 2236, Exmoor Trim, Prospeed, Ashcroft, BMWIG, Land Rover.  
Valid until: Ongoing  Promotional Terms & Conditions apply: Please see the Percentage Discount Codes on this link 

www.bearmach.com/bearmach-promotions-terms-conditions

3 Year Warranty on majority of 
Bearmach parts

USE CODE 

GLASS10 
FOR 10% OFF AT 

BEARMACH.COM

Everything you 
need for your 
Land Rover

Fire & Ice Style Side Steps
LR008379B

73mm LED Upgrade Kit
BA 9718BM

A Frame Winch Bumper
BA 5676A

Wheel Arches
BA 3730

Footnote from  
David Bowyer
During the last year or so, I have 
been helping James Moore 
with some of the setting up for 
the photography to explain the 
necessary reasons for ‘winching 
in safety’ for guiding both those 
new to winching, and those 
who could learn a thing or two, 
the correct and sensible way 
to recover either themselves 
or others who have got into 
difficulties.

James has gone to great 
lengths to ensure his answers 
given in his app to the 
information entered will simply 
‘Get you out of here’ with the 
minimum of fuss, without 
either wrecking your winch or 
killing your battery and more 
importantly reducing the danger 
level like bursting a recovery 
point or a worn winching strop. 
Loading this app gives you 
a lot of very useful winching 
information easily accessed on 
you mobile.
www.davidbowyer.co.uk

modern safety practice, ‘Human 
Factors’. Originating in the aviation 
industry, human factors is the study 
of how humans and equipment 
interact in relation to performance 
and safe practice. Or, in more simple 
terms, ‘why did that incident really 
occur and how can we prevent it 
happening again’. With this in mind, 
Winch-app is divided into three key 
areas:

Winching calculations
Winching is rarely ever simple, and 
there are huge forces involved in 
even the most straight forward 
extraction. The weight of the 
vehicle, ground conditions, incline 
and direction all contribute to how 
much force is required to move a 
vehicle. Winches are rated to pull up 
to a maximum amount and by using 
some relatively simple mathematics 
one can work out a fairly accurate 
estimate of the force required 
to move a vehicle. Given some 
conditions, it is quite easy to exceed 
the capability of a winch, a fact 
many people don’t realise. So, to 
help people with these calculations, 
Winch-app asks individuals to enter 
the weight of the vehicle (including 
extra kit – which does add up). Then 
the individual chooses one of eight 
main ground conditions, before 
entering the slope angle. This 
latter process can either be done 
manually, or using the inclinometer. 
The app then calculates the 
approximate force required to move 
the vehicle.

There is one final nugget of vital 
information to be considered, and 
that is spooling. The more spools of 
cable/synthetic rope on the drum, 
the less power there is available. 
Therefore, after calculating the 
main winch pull force, Winch-app 
calculates the force related to each 
layer of cable on the drum.

The final results are given in a 

pictogram, showing the overall 
force required for this pull, and how 
this relates to the power available 
at each cable layer on the drum. If 
your pull gets close to 75% capacity 
of the winch, one should then 
consider a different approach. 

Winching checklist
Thanks to the airline industry, 
checklists have become a 
fundamental part of safety 
management, and it was for this 
reason a simple pre-winch checklist 
was incorporated into the app. 
Having checked five sections 
(calculations, shackles and strops, 
anchors, cables and pulleys, safety), 
the individual gets the green light 
to winch. A helpful friend asking 12 
simple questions could make the 
difference between a great day out 
or a catastrophe.  

Skills section
The third area of the app provides 
knowledge and information about 
various winching components, such 
as anchors, shackles and the use 
of pulleys. Another key area is the 
‘safety’ section, where individuals 
can find out information on the 
use of winching hand signals, do’s 
and don’ts and pre-trip equipment 
checks.

There is no substitute for 
proper training
From the outset, James is keen 
to point out there is no substitute 
for proper, face-to-face tuition. 
This app is designed primarily for 
those with no proper training, yet 
find themselves having to use a 
winch. Winching is a complicated 
and dangerous activity. Anyone 
with one fitted to their 4x4 should 
invest in good quality training and 
be prepared to practice on a regular 
basis. In the meantime, James 
hopes that this simple app will help 

improve winching safety and ensure 
people continue to enjoy their 4x4 
activities. For more information visit  
www.winch-app.com 
Available on apple and android 
platforms.

James Moore is the Director of the 
Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Glasgow, International 
Diploma in Expedition and 
Wilderness Medicine.

Acknowledgement
James would like to thank David 
Bowyer for his assistance and 
enthusiasm in helping to develop 
Winch-app, and the use of his 4x4 
centre as a testing ground.
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My first green laning adventure 
had taken me through the beautiful 
Midlands countryside (see last issue, 
Editor). There was mud, ruts, and 
shallow rivers. All the obstacles 
served as a test of the car and my 
mapping systems, and both seemed 
to work great. 

So the sensible thing to do the 
next week was to head somewhere 
a bit further away, a place I have 
visited many times due to its beauty 
and calmness – the Peak District. 

This visit to the Peaks was going 
to be different as the primary focus 
would be to explore the roads less 
travelled. During my adventure, I 
would drive through the beautiful 
Winnats Pass and then onto lanes 
that took me through farmlands, 
mines, and peaks. 

The best part? The villages around 
were packed with people enjoying 
one of the last few warm weekends 
of 2021, but the lanes? Those were 

empty and I had them all to myself. 
Every adventure starts with 

research and that’s not just for the 
UK. I believe that plotting the routes 
you will take is hugely beneficial 
as you go through the areas you 
want to visit. Of course, some 
spontaneous unplanned adventures 
also have their positives but, in the 
UK, you wouldn’t know where you 
are allowed to drive if you did no 
research. 

As said by many, there are plenty 
of lanes to choose from in the Peak 
District. By going over the comments 
on each one I selected the routes 
that offered a good mix of challenge 
and scenery. 

I was lucky enough to pinpoint the 
Pindale Quarry route on Trailwise 
which I thought would be fun to 
drive uphill to test the Vitara – we 
will get on to how that went later.

The adventure began with a quick 
check of engine oil and coolant, 

it’s good to remember to do this – 
especially if you run an older car. 
With that out of the way, I hit the 
road for the 1.40 hour journey to the 
Castleton area where I was going to 
drive the first lane of the day. 

I don’t know if it’s just me but 
there is something exciting about 
heading off on an adventure on the 
weekend. The roads were quiet, 
there was good music on the radio, 
and the sky presented a slight 
chance of rain that would make any 
green laning day more exciting. 

As I passed Sheffield and started 
entering the Peak District, I got 
reminded of why I love this place 
so much. It’s the image of the old 
villages situated right in the middle 
of the lush green hills that give a 
fairy-tale like feel to the whole place. 
And as much as it sounds weird, the 
cloudy weather seemed to add to 
the whole experience. 

Anyhow, to my surprise the road 

took me through the Winnats Pass 
and on to my first lane. This one was 
a slightly longer one that crossed 
some farms located on the hills. The 
ground was solid but there were 
plenty of puddles to go through. 
None of them would be an issue for 
a 4x4 though. 

The Pindale quarry was located 
a bit further down the road. This is 
a famous track in the Peak District 
because of the steep incline and 
sharp rocks. You can drive down 
or up it, and as I was doing some 
important R&D testing on the Vitara 
I decided to do both. 

Going down I didn’t find any real 
issues and was surprised by the 
engine braking the Suzuki had in low 
range. Coming from a turbo diesel 
Land Cruiser I was expecting a 1.6 
petrol to be awful at engine braking, 
but it wasn’t.

A few areas looked like they could 
be an issue going up, mainly due to 

wheel travel and ground clearance, 
but it certainly seemed doable.

You see, the good thing about 
the Suzuki is even if it can’t make it 
up a section it’s so small that it can 
drive around it or pick a line a big 
4x4 never could. Because of that 
the Vitara surprised me on the way 
up. With the correct line choice, it 
conquered the hill relatively easily 
and I had no issues with grip, even 
on road tyres. It did scrape the 
exhaust on a huge rock, but that’s to 
be expected. 

Airing down the tires in such 
situations can give you more grip 
due to the larger contact patch 
between the tyre and the ground 
while also helping resist punctures. 
In this case, I decided not to air 
down because I didn’t have an air 
compressor to air back up. 

With the important R&D out 
of the way I now had some more 
confidence in the abilities of the 

vehicle. So, I continued onwards to 
some scenic lanes situated on top 
of peaks and inside the deep Peak 
District forest.

None of them were particularly 
challenging; so, I didn’t get stuck, nor 
did I break the car. Therefore, I would 
say there is no point in writing about 
them as it would be boring. Instead, 
you can enjoy some beautiful drone 
pictures of the surrounding area.

Getting to see the Peak District 
from another perspective was an 
amazing experience – one I believe 
only a 4x4 can offer. These types of 
vehicles serve as an excuse to get 
out and see places few do. It can be 
addictive in many ways, but that’s a 
good thing. It’s a shame living your 
whole life in a country you never 
fully explore. So, get out there and 
see what your land has to offer.  
 
Editors note: If you are using a drone... 
drone-laws.com/drone-laws-in-uk/

Peak District
Adventure

Words and pictures: Theo Georgiou
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It has been a funny few years 
for us all, but as laners we have 
experienced unique challenges to 
an ever-changing world.

With more attention than 
ever focused on environmental 
management, the staycation vs 
visitor pressures, equality and 
inclusivity, and the rising cost of 
living, everyone involved in rights 
of way management, including 
the Green Lane Association 
(GLASS), faces new tasks to prove 
we operate legally and morally, 
while budgets allocated to local 
authorities to assist with these 
new requirements continue to 
dwindle as they become spread 
ever more thinly. 

It can be far too easy to 
get swept up in a negative 
atmosphere, particularly on social 
media, but change always brings 
about opportunity, and whether 
opportunities are positive or 

negative largely depends on how 
we choose to engage with them. 

Bringing us back to how 
GLASS is changing in order to 
face these new challenges, you 
may have noticed some new 
schemes and campaigns being 
launched over the last year. From 
affiliate programmes aimed at 
clubs and professionals and the 
Smile&Wave scheme aimed at 
every countryside user, to joining 
Government schemes such as 
‘Disability Confident’ and the 
launch of our Accessibility Team. 
Carbon off-setting the core 
organisation, joining other rights 
of way organisations, changing 
our organisation culture, delving 
deeper into the legal side of laning 
more than we ever have before, 
and challenging ‘what we have 
always done’ to bring it in line with 
what we need to do to prevent us 
becoming lost under the ever-

changing political atmosphere that 
surrounds us. 

These changes have arisen for 
many reasons. In some cases 
they are legal requirements, for 
example the Equality Act 2010 
insists we do not just ensure 
but also prove on paper that we 
operate and encourage a fair and 
diverse organisation strategy. 
There is a certain irony in this 
when we consider how we are 
often faced with prejudice and 
inequality in the rights of way 
world, but that is where the 
opportunity lies – we are working 
on becoming a leader in this 
field – tackling discrimination and 
prejudice where we find it, and 
this positive action is protected 
in law. Historically we may have 
approached this by shouting, but 
today we are focused on leading 
the way, setting standards of 
best practice, training staff, and 

becoming an example for others 
to follow. The better we become, 
the more the failings of those who 
have attacked us become apparent 
to others and the better equipped 
we are to deal with them officially, 
professionally, and even legally.

We are shaping a whole new 
strategy, the above being only a 
few examples of many that feed 
into an overall objective that will 
soon become apparent. 

Alongside the aforementioned, 
we have changed our organisation 
culture to welcome a more diverse 
membership, we are continuing 
conservation and practical work, 
and are working on environmental 
papers based on fact, evidence, 
and proven sound management 
practices, and in doing so we 
have protected lanes and saved 
local authorities some serious 
money. We have taken huge steps 
towards engaging with people and 

organisations who can help us to 
tackle threats to our hobby; new 
Police endorsed schemes will be 
launched soon that encourage 
working with not just them but 
landowners and communities. We 
are also working with, instead of 
against, other user organisations, 
much to their surprise in some 
cases and delight in others, but in 
all circumstances the outcomes for 
us all are extremely valuable. 

There are so many elements 
involved in the evolution of 
GLASS it would be impossible 
to detail them all here, but we 
will soon be publishing our first 
paper that details the research 
and work we have done to 
date, and most importantly 
the outcomes of trialling and 
testing that work. The sum total 
provides a comprehensive and 
heavily evidenced best practice 
guide to inclusive green lane 

management and usage culture. 
This guide will be endorsed by 
outside organisations before 
being published and proliferated 
among management organisations 
and bodies who are involved in 
decision-making processes that 
affect public access rights. 

These huge steps forward have 
been made possible because of 
the enormous increase in our 
membership that has allowed us to 
take on two full time staff. One to 
deal with day-to-day running and 
organisation such as IT systems, 
membership, TW2 development, 
and business administration, 
the other heading up our front 
facing operations such as comms, 
legal, accessibility, and project 
management, as well as several 
flexible part-time staff to support 
them. Our operations staff have 
become trained and qualified in 
many areas including law, equality 

the roadahead
Words: Lauren Eaton. Pictures: Mandy Churchill, Paul Chamberlain and Dale Wyatt
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glass members now

get 15% off all

steel wheels

the adventure starts here

unbeatable knowledge.
unstoppable value.

unrivalled range.

call 01789 774 884 or visit 4x4tyres.co.uk

Pyrenees, Paul Chamberlain

and diversity, conflict resolution 
and mediation, and we now have 
our own in-house paralegal who, 
with the input of several local 
reps, has managed to keep nearly 
all potential cases out of court 
leaving time and money to tackle 
other more complex issues with 
litigation. What is even better 
is we did much of this thanks to 
funding to pay for training, and we 
have saved thousands by avoiding 
costly court action in favour of 
mediation and negotiation. In all 
we have saved a six-figure sum 
and brought in new revenue and 
opportunities too. The bottom 
line is that we have saved or 
attracted more benefits into the 
organisation than we have used 
by taking on paid staff, and they 
have only been employed since 
September 2021!

Far from ‘pandering to the 
antis’ or ‘virtue signalling’ as the 

minority have accused us of in 
the face of some of the changes 
we have made, we are actually 
doing the exact opposite! Building 
a more professional and robust 
organisation that is operating at 
a new level and in-line with the 
current climate, is opening doors 
to us where it really matters. It is 
also giving us the best opportunity 
we have ever had to tackle the 
antis in ways that may change the 
whole nature of the game. We are 
playing chess and strategising to 
win the war rather than playing 
draughts just to win a battle. 
Things will take time, stand alone 
schemes may appear incongruous 
with what we did in the past – 
which is no bad thing, doing the 
same thing over and over and 
expecting a different outcome is 
the definition of insanity according 
to Einstein, and who are we to 
argue with him? We are lining up 

our pieces on the board ready 
for the next big play and all will 
become clear in time.

Now we have the resources we 
have chosen to embrace change, 
even lead it in some areas, and 
we are looking ahead to how 
we can best place ourselves to 
tackle inevitable future changes 
before they happen. Forewarned is 
forearmed as they say, but if our 
most exciting operation pays off 
we will have one less huge thorn 
in our side to challenge us going 
forward. This will smooth the way 
while we continue to bring many 
positive attributes to the decision-
making table on both a national 
and local level. Gandhi is famously 
quoted as saying “be the change 
you want to see in the world” and 
that is exactly what we hope to 
achieve going forward.
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Call our UK team on 0800 916 1288

Our 4x4 insurance policy 
benefits can include:

 M Limited mileage discounts 

 M Off-road and green lane cover

 M Modifications covered

 � Plus much more

When it comes to 4x4 insurance, 
all roads lead to Adrian Flux.

With over 45 years experience tailoring 
insurance policies, at Adrian Flux we 
know what 4x4 enthusiasts want. 
Whether you’re off to the shops or 
off-roading, we can tailor policies to suit 
your specific needs. What’s more, 
club members get up to 15% discount.


